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7/8’s Other Stuff 

One Eighth Air Force Command group 

Commander - Ken Rhoads 
Vice Commander - Jim Spice 
Adjutant -  
Treasurer – Gene Peterson 
Air Exec - Dave Thompson 
Ground Exec - Mike Niehaus 
Joint Chiefs - Howard Kennedy, Dan Bott, Rick Marshall 

Safety Officer – John Mangino 

Newsletter & Web Site – Noel Hunt 

Next Meeting          Feb 25, 2020 

6:30 pm - OEAF General Meeting 

At Deer Valley Airport Restaurant 

(arrive early for dinner & hangar talk) 

Other Coming Events 

• March 7         Carefree Classics….. 

• March 13, 14, 15       Gunsmoke 2020 

• March 27, 28,29        Wings over Arizona 

• June 5, 6, 7                 Scale Squadron 

                                     Warbirds & Classics 

Index 

Pg 2  Vice-Commander’s Comments 

Pg 3  The Commander Speaks 

Pg 4  Editors Notes 

Pg 5  Last Meeting 

Pg 7  Getting to Know the 1/8 

Pg 9  Winter Warbirds 

Pg 18  Coming Events - details & flyers 

 

Ready for Dawn Patrol at Winter Warbirds 
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Jim won’t be able to send anything for the newsletter this month 

because he got caught with his hand in the cookie jar – or 

something like that! 

Actually, he just had surgery on his hand and still feeling a bit 

under the weather.  So he’s on the inactive list until next time. 

Ed. 

For Capt. Jim Spice (Call sign “Sugar”). 

Vice Commander 
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Greetings All 
 
WOW! We just had one of the greatest warbird events in Arizona.  
Winter Warbirds was a huge success here at Sun Valley Fliers. 
Tony Quist and SVF President Lew Pfiefer plus many volunteers 
made the event one of the smoothest and safest events that I 
have had the pleasure to be part of.  Many of our One Eighth 
members flew or worked during the event. Thank You All!  We 
looked great! 
 
The 2020 flying season has begun and things are about to heat 
up.  I am not talking about our summer hell but just the number 
of events we can be a part of. 
 
For the One Eighth we have GUNSMOKE up next!  This is our US 
Scale Master's Qualifier.  It is now in the final stages of planning 
and if you have not indicated your intentions weather to fly or 
help out please do so.  As always, the event will be held at the Arizona Model Aviators field in Mesa.  It is the 
weekend of March 12-15.  We still have some trophy sponsors that need filling so let me or Paul Goldsmith 
know soon.  Please come fly the event. 
 
Our last meeting before Gunsmoke will be February 25th at Deer Valley Airport restaurant.  We start at 18:30 
hours. That is 6:30 PM for you non-military types.  Come early and eat and enjoy the BS, ah I mean comradery.  
 
Safe flying! 
 
KR 
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Hi All, 

Ready or not, 2020 is here. 

The first event of the year in our area was Winter Warbirds at 

SVF, the weekend of January 24 - 26.  Another stellar success 

with some wonderful models representing all eras of military 

aviation.  It’s the first event that I have attended where an 

award was given for a group flight!  Take a look at coverage 

starting on page 9 of this newsletter.   

Gunsmoke, a US Scale Masters qualifier, is not too 

far off (March 13 -15).  Now’s the time to dust off 

the scale documentation and update it if needed.  

It’s also time to get in some maneuver practice.  

For those who have not yet competed, give it a try.  

It’s a lot of fun!  And just as challenging as you 

want to make it.  All five classes will be flown at 

Gunsmoke: Classes that include detailed static 

judging are Masters; Expert; and Team.  Then 

there are Pro Am/Pro; and Pro Am/Sportsman 

that only require one picture showing that your 

model represents a specific full-size aircraft.  All 

participants then fly their aircraft, making them 

look as real in the air as possible.  More details about competing are available at the US Scale Masters Website.  

The Gunsmoke flyer is included towards the end of this newsletter. 

At Wings Over Arizona two weekends later, all large RC aircraft are welcome, but the majority are usually scale.  

This is a laid-back event at which you can fly your larger aircraft just for the enjoyment of it, as well as see what 

your fellow modelers are flying. 

The desert flying season is in full swing. 

If you are looking for an article from past newsletters, they are available on the OEAF website (https://oeaf.org/) 

My e-mail address will always be on the newsletter.  I welcome your thoughts, input, and especially pictures with captions and other 

potential newsletter content.  When attending any events be sure to get pictures of yourself, your aircraft, and other OEAF pilots with 

you.  Forward those and any other noteworthy pictures to me and please include the pilots’ and aircraft names whenever possible. 

Noel Hunt   rcstrutter@gmail.com 

My perfect record:  I have never left one up there!  

Best of Show awarded to the six-plane WWI gaggle flight 

http://www.usscalemasters.org/
https://oeaf.org/
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Editor’s notes from the January meeting: 

• The Commander’s Award at Gunsmoke will be changed to the Tom Wolf Memorial Award. 

• Dan Bott invited OEAF members to attend Carefree Classic Wheels and Wings on March 7th and represent the 

OEAF.  If interested, be sure to contact Dan for details on entering the restricted area, as well as flight 

restrictions if you’re interested in flying your model aircraft.  “Public” time is from about 8:00am to noon.  This 

will be followed by a lunch for participants.  (see page 18 for more info.) 

• Gunsmoke update:  Paul G. reports that planning is progressing.  Letters to prospective pilots and interested 

people went out late due to a misunderstanding, but about half of the award sponsorships are accounted for.  

Ken K. requires the award info’ by mid Feb so that the awards will be ready in time.  There is an unauthorized 

flyer going around on Facebook!  Camping is permitted for 12 rigs for Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights only.  

Reserve with Paul prior to the event. 

• Winter Warbirds report.  Rick M. and Ken R. reported on a 

great event this past weekend (see page 9 for details and 

pictures). 

• Wayne’s P-38 status:  Wayne L.  reported on his two flights 

with his awesome ¼ scale P-38.  Worked through some 

issues, then had a “departed the runway” incident after 

landing that did significant damage.  Diagnosed as tires 

slipping on rims, so no brakes; and nose wheel steering 

arm failure.  Repairs have already begun. 

 

• Tim’s PT-23:  Tim 

D. brought in the 

fuselage of his PT-

23 (detailed 

progress report in 

December’s 

newsletter).  

Painting has 

begun.  He 

presented details 

of the model and 

the full-scale on 

which it is based.  

Of note is the 

model power plant 

– a Robart radial 

converted to gas 

by C&H. 
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• John G. demonstrated See Temp sheets for use in making templates during construction.  The sheets 

are available from Dynamic Balsa (dbalsa.com).  They are 22” x 52” x .011”; are semi-clear matt finish; 

and very easy to use.  Trace a part using a sharp #11 blade then the sheet snaps at the cut-line.  The 

matt surface makes it easy to write on using a pencil or marker. 

• Ralph M. showed an OS 180 2-stroke which is fairly large as glow engines go. 

• Kenny K.  Demonstrated a method for making rib stitching. 

 

 

  

http://dbalsa.com/
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Although we all share a passion for scale aviation modeling, 

it is pretty amazing the diverse backgrounds we all have.  

Each month Getting to Know the 1/8 will introduce us to 

one of the members.  Even if you know them well, perhaps 

you’ll learn something new about them.  This month, meet 

Dave Zarra. 

Ed. 

 

Born in Ivy Hill N.J. in 1955 and raised in an 

apartment above my aunt’s and uncle's bread 

bakery, we grew up with the smell of bread in 

the oven, so that is probably the reason for my 

love of baking and cooking.  And at any time, you 

will smell food cooking or bread in the oven at my 

house. 

We moved to Texas for a short time then on to Arizona, with me starting school in Glendale. 

Our school was at the end of the world back then, by the old Hickmans Egg ranch and large fields that 

sometime needed dusting by crop dusters.  And I am sure you can guess . . .  Yes it was the PT 17 Stearman 

at recess that caught my eye.  He used to come down so low and I watched him go under the power lines 

and come back up and over.  The bell would ring and I stayed out until the teacher had to come and get me 

to come in.  That started my love for planes, and resulted in detention more than once. We moved back to 

N.J. short after that.      

As I got older, I found the love of modeling.  First it started with trains then on to airplanes.  My first 

was an escapement setup with vacuum tubes in it and a rubber band to drive the escapement on a free 

flight model. 

After that there was a World Engines (Blue Max) Radio kit you had to assemble and solder.  Cost me a 

whole $36 and it took most of the year to come up with that kind of money.  The plane I picked out for it 

was a Top Flite Top Dawg.  Never got to fly it as when I was 14, I decided to come to Arizona and live 

with my father. 

I sold the radio to my shop teacher at Maricopa Tech and did not get back into models for a while as hot 

rods and school got in the way. 

Later, I teamed up with a friend and we decided to get our pilot’s licenses. I went to Glendale College and 

took my test.  We then went in on a 172 which we bought from N.A.S.A. who had used it as a shuttle.  

After many hours and dollars, we had fixed it up and painted it.  It was a weekly adventure for about five 
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years.  We sold the 172 and picked up a C-35 “Doctor Killer” for what we got out of the Cessna.  After 

doing some mods and a lot of changes to the Bonanza, we kept it for ten years getting a lot of use from it.  

But we wanted something faster!  Greg and I went to Tucson to check out Van's Aircraft and all it took 

was a check ride.  We put our order in for a Van's R.V. 6 that we then built in our spare time.  After that 

we decided to build a R.V 8 which never got finished, as he had kids going to college and I got sick with 

cancer.  The plane hangs in the shop hoping one day to see the air.   

I later got back into modeling and radio control, building a Piper Cub, P-51 and whatever was available. 

I started flying at S.V.F. and met a lot of people who helped me along the way.  Most have passed but the 

knowledge was never forgotten. 

I now am the proud owner of more airplanes than I can count and fly on a regular basis.  I joined A.M.P.S. 

and became a board member and have been for six years now.  I am a current C.D. (contest director); L.M.A.I. 

(Large Model Aircraft Inspector); Leader member - Education, Flight Support, Administrative; and I.P. (Intro Pilot) 

for our club and have spent a lot of time teaching new members how to enjoy our great hobby. 

I now am a member of O.E.A.F. as I wanted to get together with more of the scale pilots and share my 

building skills along with learning some new ones.  And the knowledge is endless.  I’m proud of being a member 

of both clubs and building new friendship has filled a life dream of being able to do something I love. 

My life has had its ups and downs, being a stage four cancer survivor, and the loss if my wife in 2007.   I 

keep busy with my significant other now, with a rescue for cats and my love for cooking and airplane modeling. 

So, if you see me at the field, Let’s talk plane talk and have some fun. 

Dave Zarra  
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Winter Warbirds in Retrospect 

The 2020 edition of Winter Warbirds is in the 

books and another outstanding job by CD, Tony 

Quist and Sun Valley Fliers President Lew Pfeifer 

and the other volunteers who made the event a 

huge success. 
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Some 80 pilots from Arizona, California, New Mexico, Texas, 

Colorado and Nevada made the trip with their military aircraft of all 

types and sizes.  We had huge WWI aircraft which flew six-ship 

gaggles, WW2 aircraft which also flew in six-ship formations, and 

some of the nicest jets 

in the country.   
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All pilots did an outstanding job of very safe flying.  

The flight line ran smoothly during all four days with 

aircraft departing and arriving every few seconds 

during daylight hours.  We managed to keep five 

aircraft in the air during most of the day.  We also 

had quite a few spectators for an event that was 

not publicized.  
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The weather was outstanding as well.  Temperatures in 

the 70s during flight hours and just a very gentle breeze 

right down the active’ every day. 
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Friday night’s taco bar hosted by Mike Dolan was the 

very best way to end the day’s activities and Sunday 

night’s Surf and Turf event at Casa Gerhardt was beyond 

belief.  Thankyou Mike, John, and Sharla. 

Unfortunately, as at any large event, we did manage to lose 

several aircraft.  Some may fly again, but some went in the 

dumpster.  Our condolences go out to those who lost their 

aircraft.  On a bright note, we had no injuries with the exception 

of Bonny O’Meara’s wound, suffered during handling of Wayne 

Lane’s huge P-38.  She needed three stitches and received the 

purple heart lollypop at the ER! 
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We would like thank all of the donors that helped sponsor the event.  

The items in the raffle were outstanding. 

Congratulations to all of the award 

winners.  Your awards were well 

deserved. 

I am blessed to be part of this event 

and to get to fly with the best RC 

aviators in the nation.  Thank you all 

for a wonderful event. 

Ken Rhoads 

 

 

 

 

 

Bob Bayless walked through the pits and compiled this list of the aircraft types represented.  There may be some missing 

- you know what it’s like: planes coming and going; taking off and landing; arriving late; leaving early; he may have just 

missed some; and it’s possible he even mis-identified one or two.  But this still shows the wide variety of types flown at 

the event.  No surprise about the top two most-represented types; but number three is unusual for an event at a paved 

runway flying field! 

 
B-25  1 

AT-6  1 

PT-17  2 

PT-19  2 

T-28  1 
T-33  1 

A-7  1  
A-10  1 
F-6F  1 

F-9F  1 

F-15  1 
F-16  2 

F-18  5 

F-86  3 

F-100  1 
F-104  1 

P-40  5 

P-51  12 

P-47  10 

Corsair (prop) 2 

Corsair (jet) 1 

L-29  1 

L-39  4 

OV-10  2 

Hawk (bipe) 1 
Hawk (jet) 1 

Zero  1 

Oscar  1 

Lysander 1 

Provost  1 

Bűcker  1 

Fiat  1 

Tiger Moth 1 

1 ½ Strutter 1 

Fokker D.VII 6 

Spitfire  2 

FW-190  3 

Polikarpov 1 

Tucano  4 
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CAREFREE CLASSIC WHEELS AND WINGS 

OEAF members are invited to attend Carefree Classic Wheels and Wings.   We would like static display planes 

and there will be some flying.  If any OEAF members would like to participate, call (message) or text Dan Bott at 

480-540-9273.  Be sure to get in touch with Dan ahead of time for details to enter airport.  And if intending to 

fly, what restrictions are expected.  Currently Bryant Mack will be flying aerobatics and John Serio will be flying 

his high-speed helicopter.  
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Gunsmoke 2020 
Scalemasters Qualifier 

 

                                                                               

Noel Hunt’s Dry Sea Otter Under Construction 

 

Hosted by The One Eighth Air Force March 13, 14, 15, 2020 

Competition in 5 Classes:  

Expert, Team Scale, Advanced, Pro-Am Pro, Pro-Am Sportsman 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

Friday: Static Judging - 10AM to 3PM    

 Late Arrival Static Judging Saturday 8:00 AM. 

Sat & Sun: Flight rounds - 8:30AM to 3PM  

Awards Ceremony Following the Flight Rounds Sunday 

Entry Fee: $40          Spectator Parking $6.00 per Vehicle 

Overnight Parking available by Reservation, Thursday, Friday & Saturday night ONLY 

Food at Concession Stands available Sat & Sun 

 Coffee & Donuts Friday Morning for early arrivals 

Pizza & Wings Friday Night  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Contest Director: Paul Goldsmith  602-323-7753  PT19Nut@aol.com 

 Asst. C. D.  Noel Hunt (586) 799-3041   rcstrutter@gmail.com 

1/8 TH Air Force Commander: Kenny Rhoads  602-809-4532 kennyrhoads@hotmail.com 

John Geyer 1/8 TH Air Force Liaison: 602-810-1767 jegeyer@centurylink.net 

www.usscalemasters.org + www.oeaf.org + www.azmodelaviators.com  

Technical Advisor Austin Goodwin 480-215-5446   n4351x@aol.com 
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MAP  TO  SUPERSTITION   AIRPARK 
 

The Arizona Modeler Aviator's flying site, Superstition Airpark, is in Usery Park near 

Apache Junction, AZ. If coming from the west, follow Route 60 to the Meridian Rd. exit. 

Go north 1/2 mile past the Rodeo grounds to Levee Dr. Turn left to enter the club field. 

If coming from the east get off at the Ironwood Rd. exit and go to Southern Ave. Turn 

left and go west to Meridian Rd. and then north 1/2 mile past the Rodeo grounds to 

Levee  
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2020 Wings Over Arizona 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Presented by Arizona Model Aviators 

 

What:   A Big Bird Fly-in.  For model aircraft 

with minimum wingspan of: 

• 80” for monoplanes 

• 60” for multi-wing 

• Wingspan + length of 140” for jets 

• Or true ¼ scale 

• Glow, Gas, Turbine*, or Electric  

are welcome. 

When:  Fri, Sat, Sun    Mar 27, 28, 29,  2020 

Who:    Open to any modeler with AMA or 

CMA membership.   

*If flying a large model (over 55lbs) or 

turbine, pilot must show appropriate 

waiver/s during registration. 

Where:  Arizona Model Aviators 

Superstition Airpark 

CD: Noel Hunt – rcstrutter@gmail.com 

Co-CD: John Mangino - manginoaz@cox.net 

Big Bird flying from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm each 

day.  (open flying after 4:00 pm) 

While oval pattern flying, and 3-D flying will 

both be accommodated, they will not occur at 

the same time. 

A Dawn Patrol is planned for 7:00am to 8:00 am 

on the Saturday (weather permitting).  

Although intended for WWI types, any model of 

a full-size aircraft that flew prior to the start of 

WWII (1939) is welcome.  No size restriction.  

No power restriction. 

Night flying available Friday & Saturday 

evenings – no aircraft size restriction, but “quiet 

power” only please. 

Pilot fee:  $30 for all three days. 

Spectators:  $6 per car. 

Dry RV camping available for up to 12 RVs for 

Thu, Fri & Sat nights.  No additional charge.  

Must reserve with CD/CoCD prior to event. 

There will be awards for Best Multi-Wing; Best 

Military; Best Non-Military; Most Realistic 

Flying; and Dawn Patrol recognition.  Awards 

will be presented on Saturday afternoon. 

Food vendors available for lunches 

We’ll have a pot-luck dinner on Friday evening.  

Pizza, wings & pop will be provided, but bring a 

dish to pass to augment these. (no charge, but 

sign up during registration) 

  

mailto:rcstrutter@gmail.com
mailto:manginoaz@cox.net


22 
 

Map to the field 
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