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7/8’s Other Stuff 

Carl Bachhuber’s 19ft wingspan B-36 at Fond Du Lac (See “Editor’s Notes” on Pg. 4) 

 

One Eighth Air Force Command group 

Commander - Ken Rhoads 
Vice Commander - Jim Spice 
Adjutant -  
Treasurer – Gene Peterson 
Air Exec - Dave Thompson 
Ground Exec - Mike Niehaus 
Joint Chiefs - Howard Kennedy, Dan Bott, Rick Marshall 

Safety Officer – John Mangino 

Newsletter & Web Site – Noel Hunt 

Next Meeting          Jan 28, 2020 

6:30 pm - OEAF General Meeting 

At Deer Valley Airport Restaurant 

(arrive early for dinner & hangar talk) 

        NOTE:  There was no December meeting 

Other Coming Events 

• January 24, 25, 26    SVF Winter Warbirds 

• March 13, 14, 15       Gunsmoke 2020 

• March 27, 28,29        Wings over Arizona 

• June 5, 6, 7                 Scale Squadron 

                                     Warbirds & Classics 

Index 

Pg 2    Vice-Commander’s Comments 

Pg 3    The Commander Speaks 

Pg 4    Editors Notes 

Pg 5    Getting to Know the 1/8 

Pg 7    Progress Report on a PT-23 

Pg 11  Electricity Made Easy 

Pg 13  Coming Events - details & flyers 
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Happy New Year Everyone!!!  Here’s hopping everyone had a 

safe and happy Holiday season. 

Now back to the “action”?  Winter Warbirds is looming on the 

horizon, and I’m sure we will see a marvelous bunch of aircraft 

and fine Pilots there.  The “One Eighth” should be well 

represented.   

After that it’s time to get geared up for GunSmoke The “usual” 

Cast of Characters will be manning the event, but we always 

need more help.  So, if you are planning to attend, please 

donate a few hours of your time to help make things run 

smoothly. 

Looking forward to seeing some of those “New” Santa offerings at the meeting.  So let’s have a great Show 

and Tell.  Until then, 

See you at the next meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Capt. Jim Spice   (Call sign "Sugar) 

Vice Commander. 
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Greetings and Happy New Year! 

I hope you have had a very Merry Christmas and the new year 

will bring you good health and great flying. 

First up for the new flying year will be Winter Warbirds at Sun 

Valley Flyers. Always a great event with great pilots (I am not 

included in that group) and great aircraft.  With the new runway 

and pit area this event should be stellar.  Tony Quist runs a very 

safe and exciting event so plan on being a part of it. 

A large group of us spent New Year’s Day at Bartlett Lake enjoying 

our float planes and consuming a rather large portion of great 

grub.  Many of the wives joined us and we had good weather and 

many flights.  We also used the retrieval boat way too often for 

my liking including my aircraft but that is the why we have the 

boat. 

We are not going to have a spring event this year due to Gunsmoke at Mesa and a St Jude Fly In put on by Mike 

Niehouse in May at the AMPS field.  The One Eighth is helping. This will be a free event open to ALL model 

aircraft and any donations will go directly to St. Jude Hospital.  More info on the event as Mike finishes with the 

planning. 

Don't forget to look at the Camac calendar for all of this year’s events.  http://www.flycamac.com/ 

As always fly safe and see you at the field! 

Ken Rhoads  

http://www.flycamac.com/
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Hi All, 

I trust you are enjoying our comfortable winter flying.  However, like a 

returning squadron of invading bombers, the hotter months will be 

back.  We can hunker down in our bomb shelters (workshops), or we 

can avoid the attack by evacuating.  My strategy is a bit of both:  Some 

model repair in the workshop; and I am also looking at a road trip or 

two towards the east. 

There are a number of flying events that I and others have attended in 

the past and that have been covered in previous OEAF Newsletters.  

For example, Rick’s extended trip to Top Gun and the Joe Nall; Tim’s 

attendance at the Mint Julep and Scale Nats; Kenny’s and Dan’s participation in Kentucky Jets.  And a number of our 

members flew at Warbirds Over the Rockies.   A couple of years ago, I did a trip to three of the seven Warbirds & Classic 

Alliance events in Minnesota, Wisconsin and Indiana.  (The other 4 are in Michigan, Illinois, and two more in Indiana.  

Over the years, I have attended each at least once, except Bluegrass.  Great memories!)  Like then, this year I hope to 

make one trip to three or four events on successive weekends.  I am also trying to include AirVenture at Oshkosh in the 

itinerary.  Warbird attendance promises to be stellar on this 75th anniversary of the end of WWII in Europe. 

If you are considering some relief from our dry heat, look into some of these, or go to the AMA website and do an event 

search in a state of your choice.  It is great to see some superb and different scale models and hang out with new - and 

soon to be good – friends.   And Oh! Those beautifully manicured grass fields! 

To learn more about these events, or to search for others at the AMA website, links are included below.  It is not too 

early to formulate your strategy for avoiding the bombardment of heat.  Remember, if you do attend an event, send me 

pictures and a few comments for inclusion in your newsletter. 

• Top Gun: https://www.franktiano.com/top-gun 

• Joe Nall:  http://www.tripletreeaerodrome.com/joe-nall-week.php 

• Mint Julep:  https://www.rosewoodrc.com/ 

• Nats:  https://amablog.modelaircraft.org/nats/ 

• Jets Over Kentucky:  https://www.jetsoverkentucky.com 

• Warbirds & Classics Alliance (WAC): http://warbirdandclassics.com/index.html 

• AMA (click on “Events” and then “Event Finder”: http://warbirdandclassics.com/index.html 

There’s video I have taken at some of the WAC events on my YouTube channel:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5nhlBuVfa46DsMfhgrGvZQ?view_as=public 

My e-mail address will always be on the newsletter.  I welcome your thoughts, input, and especially pictures with captions and other 

potential newsletter content.  When attending any events be sure to get pictures of yourself, your aircraft, and other OEAF pilots with 

you.  Forward those and any other noteworthy pictures to me and please include the pilots’ and aircraft names whenever possible. 

Noel Hunt   rcstrutter@gmail.com 

My perfect record:  I have never left one up there!  

https://www.franktiano.com/top-gun
http://www.tripletreeaerodrome.com/joe-nall-week.php
https://www.rosewoodrc.com/
https://amablog.modelaircraft.org/nats/
https://www.jetsoverkentucky.com/
http://warbirdandclassics.com/index.html
http://warbirdandclassics.com/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC5nhlBuVfa46DsMfhgrGvZQ?view_as=public
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Although we all share a passion for scale aviation modeling, it is pretty amazing the 

diverse backgrounds we all have.  Each month Getting to Know the 1/8 will introduce 

us to one of the members.  Even if you know them well, perhaps you’ll learn something 

new about them.  This month, meet John Geyer. 

Ed. 

I was born in Southeastern Michigan and moved to the Detroit area when I 

was ten.  Like many of us, my modeling started with plastic scale models at 

around 7 or 8 years old, and soon moved to rubber-powered free flight.  

Guillows kits were my first flying models but it took me several attempts to 

finally complete a whole airplane and a couple more before I actually got 

them covered and ready to fly.  I also went through the usual experience 

with plastic 1/2A control line airplanes – 180 degrees around the circle and a 

cloud of dust and parts… repeated many times until I discovered Scientific solid balsa kits.  Still powered by reed-

valve .049s, these were much more durable and I managed to keep them together long enough to learn to fly. 

When I was in Junior High, I joined the Strathmore Model Club, a very active and influential control-line club that 

had been around since the 1930’s and held many regional competitions in Detroit’s Rouge Park.  I learned a lot from 

the club members and participated in my first contest with a Sterling Fokker DVII with a K&B .29.  In High 

School, however, I was distracted by girls and motorcycle racing and drifted away from modeling. 

I did stay interested in aviation and aviation history, however, and while in college dabbled in R/C with a two-

channel Q-Tee, and eventually a 3-channel Sig Cadet. 

After college I had an abbreviated career in the USAF.  I enlisted in 1980, soon after the Soviet invasion of 

Afghanistan, with a guarantee for flight training.  I was told that after Officer Candidate School I would be 

joining an experimental flight training course and the recruiter assured me that it was a great opportunity.  At 

the time, USAF pilot training consisted of three separate 

programs: the T-41 (an upgraded Cessna 172 for basic flying – 

takeoffs, landings, radio procedures, etc.) the T-37 (small twin 

engine jet for aerobatics, cross-country navigation, etc.) and the 

T-38 (supersonic jet trainer for advanced training).  The idea 

for our experimental class was to skip the T-41 and start out in 

the T-37s, and would have been a great idea except they failed 

to change the T-37 training syllabus to include the basic 

training 

provided in the 

T-41 program.  

It was 

expected that 

we would “pick 

that up in 

between the 
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elements of the standard training missions”.   The problem was the T-37 was fuel-constrained and we couldn’t fly 

long enough to get the additional training beyond the standard 1.3 hour T-37 training missions.  The short version 

is that the whole class was washed out as we were about to solo but, because I passed my board review flight and 

exam, I was offered a slot in another flight training class as soon as one opened up.  The catch was that we had 

to train as missile-launch officers until the new training slots came open.  Luckily my TDY assignment, while waiting 

for our determination, was with the base legal officer and he pointed out that it would be very difficult to get a 

change to flight training once I had started in missile-launch training and that there was another regulation that 

said you had to complete flight training before your 27th birthday.  I would not be eligible unless the new slots 

opened up within the next few months.  I was able to exercise my guarantee clause and leave the Air Force 

because, through no fault of my own, I could not be guaranteed flight training.   

The only good thing that came out of this experience was the time I spent in the T-37.  It was a great little 

airplane and the aerobatic and cross-country training we got was extremely fun and rewarding.  I never pursued 

civilian flight training so I’m in the curious position of having my only official flight time the 40+ hours of multi-

engine jet time I got in the T-37… 

After leaving the Air Force, I went to Graduate School and eventually had the time and money to get back into 

R/C in a more serious way.  I did a lot of sport flying for several years but always leaned more to scale than other 

disciplines.  In the early 1990’s I started getting involved in electric flight and, living again in Southeastern 

Michigan, was able to meet and learn from a couple of electric gurus in Keith Shaw of the University of Michigan 

and Ken Myers of the Electric Flyers Only club.  Keith was also a serious scale modeler and published many articles on 

scale design and building techniques. Both of them were excellent teachers, very knowledgeable and great people. 

When I moved to Phoenix in 1997, I was anxious to seek out the OEAF because I had been aware of them for 

many years, following scale modeling and competition in all the model airplane magazines.  I was anxious to meet and 

fly with the scale heroes I’d been reading about for so long.  However, I was so busy with my new job and getting 

settled in a new community that I was not able to become active for several years.  I have been actively involved 

with the group, and with Scale Masters competition, since 2007.   

My primary interest is in Golden Age aircraft, although I also enjoy Warbirds, especially WWI and some more obscure 

aircraft.  Since 2016, another new job has kept me busier than I would like but I’m starting to get more time for 

modeling.  I currently have an Ultimate 10-300 that I’ve 

been flying for several years and a Stinson Reliant that I’m 

about ready to maiden.  I also have a ¼ scale de Havilland 

Tiger Moth that I’m just starting to build and hope to 

have ready by early 2021. 

I have been able to stay fairly active with the OEAF, in 

spite of my more limited hobby time in the last few years, 

and will continue to support it as best I can.  I love the 

time spent with people at the flying field and especially at 

contests and fly-ins.  I also love scale models and modeling 

and care deeply about keeping the hobby healthy and 

relevant.  I am thankful for the 1/8th and want to do all I 

can to keep it viable and working to promote Scale R/C 

modeling for years to come. 

John 
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Although December’s milder weather sees an increase in flying activity, there aren’t any events on which to 

report.  But members are busy.  Busy flying and busy building.  The “Getting to Know the 1/8” column 

introduces a member each month.  This month we’ll also take a look at a model that one of our members is 

building.  Tim Dicky’s detailed PT-23 that he is hard 

at work constructing.  Tim is quick to point out that 

he is building this model with significant support 

and guidance from other 1/8th members including 

Ward Emigh, Noel Hunt (hey that’s me!), Dave 

Zarra, Brad Osborne and Charlie Nelson. 

Starting with Hostetler PT-19 plans at ¼ scale and a 

National Balsa kit, he has done significant 

customizing to render the radial-powered PT-23 

and produce scale fidelity.  Enjoy the craftsmanship 

that is evident in his pictures. 

The most numerous US primary trainer in use 

during the Second World War was Fairchild’ PT-19 

and its derivatives, the PT-23 & PT-26.  The first 

production PT-19 models arrived at training units 

late in 1939.  During 1942, there was a shortage of 

the Ranger L-440 engine that powered the PT-19.  

So a radial Continental R-670 was fitted and this 

became the PT-23.  Almost all PT-23 aircraft were 

not built by Fairchild, but by licensed contractors such as Aeronca.  Fairchild only built 2 “templates”. 

The aircraft that Tim is replicating was restored by Dennis Blunt in the mid 90’s and received well deserved awards at 

Oshkosh in 1996 & 97.  Dennis chose the navy scheme in honor of his best friend in high school who was a career fighter 

pilot/instructor with 90 missions over Vietnam. 

He chose the very attractive prewar navy fighter 

squadron scheme because it looked great - 

apparently the judges at EAA Oshkosh thought 

so as well. The Felix mascot is because that was 

the first cartoon his parents bought for their new 

16mm projector in 1938 - he watched it many 

times. This mascot is from VF-GB squadron of 

1932.  

For the model’s power, a Robart radial that is 

converted to run on gas nicely replicates the full 

size PT-23’s Continental. 
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While building the PT-23, Tim 

took time to teach his son 

model construction, as this 

picture shows.  It also shows 

the size of the ’23 wing. 

 

 

Details of the Frise ailerons, 

and flaps, which use custom-

made hinges. 

 

There is a lot of aluminum 

fabrication on the model. 

 



9 
 

  

The fabricated wing panel joint cover. 

 

 

 

Wing-

mounted fuel 

tanks & more 

aluminum 

fabrication. 

 

Keeping 

things tidy 

inside. 
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Details, details:  The rudder pull-pull cables and horns are not 

at the same height on the full scale ’23.  So neither are they on 

the model. 

 

Current status.  Great model Tim!  
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In our modeling activities we sometimes find the need to know a voltage, the amperage something might draw, 

or the needed size of resistor to use with an LED. 

The electricity we work with is direct current or DC. This makes all calculations very easy. There are really 

only two equations we need to know.  

(from now on V = Voltage, A = Amperage, R = Resistance and W = Watts) 

• V = A * R  (This is Ohm’s law) 

• W = V * A    

Battery

Resistor

LED

GroundGround

VR

VLED

V

 

For this example: 

V= 10 volts  (the battery voltage) 

VR = Voltage across the Resistor 

VLED = Voltage across the LED, for this example = 2 Volts. 

(LEDS come with a spec sheet telling how many volts it uses. Most are 2 – 3 volts. It also tells how many Amps 

it uses.  Our example LED data sheet says 2 volts and 100mA). 

100mA equals 0.1 Amps. 

V= VR + VLED. Thus, 10 Volts = VR + 2 Volts, and so VR = 8 Volts 

From Ohms law, VR = 8Volts = .1Amps*R Ohms = 80 Ohms 
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Thus the proper resistor for an LED that drops 2 Volts and uses .1 Amps is 80 Ohms. The second thing needed 

is what Watt rating the Resistor should be. In this case the total Watts is = .1Amps * 10 volts = 1 Watt. So, the 

Resistor should be able to handle 1 Watt. 

You can connect LEDs in series and eliminate the need for a resistor. All you need to remember is, the total 

voltage from the battery should equal the sum of the voltage drops of the LEDs. In our example you could 

connect 5 LEDs in series and not need a resistor. 

If you connect LEDs in parallel you must add up the total of the current draw for the number of LEDs. In our 

example, 5 LEDs would equal .1 * 5 or .5 Amps. Now the resistor would be calculated as follows: 

10 Volts= VR + VLED Where VLED is still 2 volts but the current is now.5 Amps. Thus,  

10 Volts = VR + 2 Volts and VR then = 8 Volts. From Ohms law, the size of the resistor would be =.5Amps * R 

Ohms = 8 Volts. Thus R = 16 Ohms. 

 The Wattage is from W = V * A. Thus, 10 Volts * .5 Amps = 5 Watts. 

See, that was easy. 
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Gunsmoke 2020 
Scalemasters Qualifier 

 

                                                                               

Noel Hunt’s Dry Sea Otter Under Construction 

 

Hosted by The One Eighth Air Force March 13, 14, 15, 2020 

Competition in 5 Classes:  

Expert, Team Scale, Advanced, Pro-Am Pro, Pro-Am Sportsman 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

Friday: Static Judging - 10AM to 3PM    

 Late Arrival Static Judging Saturday 8:00 AM. 

Sat & Sun: Flight rounds - 8:30AM to 3PM  

Awards Ceremony Following the Flight Rounds Sunday 

Entry Fee: $40          Spectator Parking $6.00 per Vehicle 

Overnight Parking available by Reservation, Thursday, Friday & Saturday night ONLY 

Food at Concession Stands available Sat & Sun 

 Coffee & Donuts Friday Morning for early arrivals 

Pizza & Wings Friday Night  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Contest Director: Paul Goldsmith  602-323-7753  PT19Nut@aol.com 

 Asst. C. D.  Noel Hunt (586) 799-3041   rcstrutter@gmail.com 

1/8 TH Air Force Commander: Kenny Rhoads  602-809-4532 kennyrhoads@hotmail.com 

John Geyer 1/8 TH Air Force Liaison: 602-810-1767 jegeyer@centurylink.net 

www.usscalemasters.org + www.oeaf.org + www.azmodelaviators.com  

Technical Advisor Austin Goodwin 480-215-5446   n4351x@aol.com 
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MAP  TO  SUPERSTITION   AIRPARK 
 

The Arizona Modeler Aviator's flying site, Superstition Airpark, is in Usery Park near 

Apache Junction, AZ. If coming from the west, follow Route 60 to the Meridian Rd. exit. 

Go north 1/2 mile past the Rodeo grounds to Levee Dr. Turn left to enter the club field. 

If coming from the east get off at the Ironwood Rd. exit and go to Southern Ave. Turn 

left and go west to Meridian Rd. and then north 1/2 mile past the Rodeo grounds to 

Levee  
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2020 Wings Over Arizona 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Presented by Arizona Model Aviators 

 

What:   A Big Bird Fly-in.  For model aircraft 

with minimum wingspan of: 

• 80” for monoplanes 

• 60” for multi-wing 

• Wingspan + length of 140” for jets 

• Or true ¼ scale 

• Glow, Gas, Turbine*, or Electric  

are welcome. 

When:  Fri, Sat, Sun    Mar 27, 28, 29,  2020 

Who:    Open to any modeler with AMA or 

CMA membership.   

*If flying a large model (over 55lbs) or 

turbine, pilot must show appropriate 

waiver/s during registration. 

Where:  Arizona Model Aviators 

Superstition Airpark 

 

Big Bird flying from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm each 

day.  (open flying after 4:00 pm) 

While oval pattern flying, and 3-D flying will 

both be accommodated, they will not occur at 

the same time. 

A Dawn Patrol is planned for 7:00am to 8:00 am 

on the Saturday (weather permitting).  

Although intended for WWI types, any model of 

a full-size aircraft that flew prior to the start of 

WWII (1939) is welcome.  No size restriction.  

No power restriction. 

Night flying available Friday & Saturday 

evenings – no aircraft size restriction, but “quiet 

power” only please. 

Pilot fee:  $30 for all three days. 

Spectators:  $6 per car. 

Dry RV camping available for up to 12 RVs for 

Thu, Fri & Sat nights.  No additional charge.  

Must reserve with CD/CoCD prior to event. 

There will be awards for Best Multi-Wing; Best 

Military; Best Non-Military; Most Realistic 

Flying; and Dawn Patrol recognition.  Awards 

will be presented on Saturday afternoon. 

Food vendors available for lunches 

We’ll have a pot-luck dinner on Friday evening.  

Pizza, wings & pop will be provided, but bring a 

dish to pass to augment these. (no charge, but 

sign up during registration) 
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Map to the field 
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