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7/8’s Other Stuff 

One Eighth Air Force Command group 

Commander - Ken Rhoads 
Vice Commander - Jim Spice 
Adjutant -  
Treasurer – Gene Peterson 
Air Exec - Dave Thompson 
Ground Exec - Mike Niehaus 
Joint Chiefs - Howard Kennedy, Dan Bott, Rick Marshall 

Safety Officer – John Mangino 

Newsletter & Web Site – Noel Hunt 

Next Meeting          Jan 28, 2020 

6:30 pm - OEAF General Meeting 

At Deer Valley Airport Restaurant 

(arrive early for dinner & hangar talk) 

        NOTE:  NO DECEMBER MEETING 

Other Coming Events 

• January 24, 25, 26    SVF Winter Warbirds 

• March 13, 14, 15       Gunsmoke 2020 

• March 27, 28,29        Wings over Arizona 

• June 5, 6, 7                 Scale Squadron 

                                     Warbirds & Classics 

Index 
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Pg 12   Coming Events - details & flyers 
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I’m making this short this month by just saying how grateful I 

am to be associated with such a fine group of individuals. The 

skills and talents in our group are second to no one.  Every event 

we have, it just seems that the aircraft and pilots take it to 

another level…  This past Fly-in was an example of that. 

So, as former military, I say “Well done”. 

I also want to wish everyone a Safe and Happy Holiday Season. 

And hope Santa brings you all something “Airworthy”!!!! 

See you at the next meeting. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Capt. Jim Spice (Call sign “Sugar”). 

Vice Commander 
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Howdy All, 

I hope you didn't eat too much at the Thanksgiving Day table. I 

did.  I feel like an oil tanker in rough seas. 

Since we spoke last, we have had two really great events in the 

state. The Arizona Jet Rally came off without a hitch even though 

it was threatened with weather.  It rained on Thursday evening 

but then the rest of the weekend was great and the event drew I 

think about 58 pilots. The crew at the AMA field did a great job 

as always. 

Some of the "stronger" pilots braved the threat of rain and joined 

the members of TRCC for their annual Winter Scale Classic. It was 

raining on Friday afternoon when we arrived but Saturday and 

Sunday were perfect. In attendance from up north were Hal 

Jordan and his wife Shannon all the way from Cottonwood, John 

and Sharla down from Anthem and Rick Marshall from Litchfield. 

Congrats to John and Rick for bringing home the top trophies.  John got best jet for his Corsair and a second 

place in WWII for his FW 190 while Rick got best WWII for his Spitfire.  Hal had several great flights on his P-47 

and I got ZERO flights and the DUMBASSERY award for leaving home with no transmitter.  On the bright side I 

did not get the smacked-ass award either.  You know me, always with the positive attitude.  Thank you TRCC 

members for a great event! 

 I would like to report that our 2020 fall event will indeed be held at Sun Valley Flyer's field the last weekend of 

October. There were many rumors circulating that it would be held elsewhere but all is good in the universe. 

We may have a small spring meet but the BOD has not discussed this as of yet. 

Hope to see all of you at the SVF's Winter Warbirds at the end of January and start practicing for Gunsmoke 

2020 in March. 

Please have a Merry Christmas and a safe New Year! 

As always, Fly Safe 

Ken Rhoads 
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Hi All, 

The One Eighth Air Force is a special organization. 

For most of us, we get into the hobby because of the appeal of 

flying model aircraft.  The challenge of mastering something 

pretty difficult takes a lot of effort and focus.  However, we 

eventually get the hang of it and begin to turn our attention 

into a specific aspect of model flying.  For some, it's mastering 

aerobatics; for some it's flying faster and faster laps around 

pylons; for some it's trying to make a scale model of a full-size 

aircraft fly as realistically as possible.   

Then something interesting happens: We realize we enjoy the camaraderie of hanging out with people who 

share our interests, as much as we enjoy the flying.  And this is where the One Eighth’ comes in. 

The OEAF offers us a group of folks who enjoy all aspects of scale model design, construction and flying.  This is 

the overall attraction that pulls us together.  The One Eighth is based in the Phoenix area of Arizona, but has no 

“home” club field.  Members belong to area clubs, but we also have members throughout the country. 

Many (most?) members prefer not to compete.  They enjoy the opportunity to share scale model ideas, and 

attending the fly-ins at which they can show-off their creations and see what others are doing, without 

competitive pressure.  A smaller subset of members do enjoy the competitive side and enter scale competitions. 

The One Eighth Airforce Mission brings this all together:   

The One Eighth Air Force was conceived to showcase in organized flying events, scale model radio-controlled aircraft of all 

types in a manner that is fun, exciting and rewarding for the pilot participants, and very visible and enjoyable for modeling 

enthusiasts and the public in general. 

The One Eighth Air Force also participates as a group in various R/C scale model aviation competitions across the country. Its 

members share ideas and expertise in advancing the art of R/C scale modeling to its highest level. 

If you are reading this and not a member of the One Eighth, but it sounds like the kinda folks you like to hang 

out with, drop me an e-mail (address below), or contact any of the Command Group on page 1 and let us know.  

(I have not yet got the on-line application working again!)  There are no annual dues or other membership costs! 

My e-mail address will always be on the newsletter.  I welcome your thoughts, input, and especially pictures with captions and other 

potential newsletter content.  When attending any events be sure to get pictures of yourself, your aircraft, and other OEAF pilots with 

you.  Forward those and any other noteworthy pictures to me and please include the pilots’ and aircraft names whenever possible. 

Noel Hunt   rcstrutter@gmail.com 

My perfect record:  I have never left one up there!  
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No minutes from the November meeting, but here are my notes: 

• The Arizona Model Aviators 2019 Jet Rally was a great success with 49 registered pilots.  The format, that is open 

to turbine-powered jets and larger/faster EDFs, was well received by participants. 

• There are no plans yet to hold a OEAF Spring Fly-in in 2020, but OEAF will support the charity (St Jude) event 

which Mike Niehaus is organizing. 

• The 2020 OEAF Fall Fly-in will go ahead at the SVF field despite the increase in field rental. 

• Dan Bott invited OEAF members to participate in the Carefree Airport Open House on Mar 7th, 2020.  Contact 

Dan for details. 

• Some details on Gunsmoke 2020 at AzMA were discussed. 

• There OEAF December meeting is cancelled.  The next meeting is on January 28th, 2020. 

• It was agreed to distribute the 1/8 Newsletter to local clubs as well as clubs in surrounding states. 

• During the show-and-tell portion, John Geyer presented a Cessna C-37 Airmaster, built from plans that appeared 

in a December 1986 Model Aviation magazine.  It is electric-powered, runs on a 3-cell 1800 mAH lipo and 

controlled through 3 channels.  John was hoping to use it on Black Flyday! 
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Although we all share a passion for scale aviation modeling, it is pretty amazing the 

diverse backgrounds we all have.  Each month Getting to Know the 1/8 will introduce us 

to one of the members.  Even if you know them well, perhaps you’ll learn something new 

about them.  This month, meet Rick Marshall. 

Ed. 

I was born and raised in Sudbury Ontario, Canada.   Sudbury was and 

still is a mining town.  It was a great place to be a kid: in the summer 

you could canoe, swim, play in the marshes catching frogs and snakes and 

fish, and in the winter you could ski, toboggan, and ice fish.   Being in the 

“Canadian North”, planes were seen all the time.  The many lakes in the 

area had float planes in them for summer and ski planes on them in the 

winter.    I guess being around them so much attracted me to them.    

Before I was 10, I would take my allowance, walk up to the Drug Store and buy the latest 1/72 scale 

plastic kit I could afford.   At some point, one of the kids on the block got a Cox .049 PT19 control line 

model!?   I simply had to get one!  After what seemed like hundreds of attempts to fly the thing, I 

concluded that these flying “models” were not for me.   Static models looked better and unless you tripped 

while “flying” one or two in your bedroom they tended to last longer!   I continued to build plastic scale 

models for most of my adult life and still have some in display cases in my office.  

When I graduated High School, I went to mining school which, upon graduation had me moving from 

Sudbury to Calgary Alberta where I took a job with Shell Canada.  They called me a Petrophysical 

Engineer or something like that.  What that really meant was that I got sent out to the woods to sit on 

drilling rigs and look at rocks under a microscope.   It was a very interesting job, when we were busy.  I 

would work 2 weeks out on a rig somewhere.  The somewhere part of the equation had me anywhere 

from the right up against the US boarder in southeast British Columbia, up to Tuktoyaktuk, in then the 

Northwest Territories.  The good news was the pay was pretty good and I got lots of time off.   So, in 

1982 I decided to learn to fly.  

I started flying in the summer and did my Solo on September the 13th with a tad less than 9.5 hours.  I 

completed my training with about 40 hours later that year.  When I could, I was looking for ways to 

relieve the stress on managing my bank account and I found renting airplanes to build time was excellent 

at keeping the bank balance at a very “easy level” to manage.  Eventually I went on to gain my 

commercial ticket and added IFR and Multi IFR to my license.    

With working the 2 weeks in the bush I got a substantial amount of time off which I was lucky enough 

to turn into hours in the air – some paid and some as favors - which reversed the drain on the old bank 

account!  Unfortunately in the later 80's the Oil Patch dried up and Shell decided to free up my future.  

The really bad news was it was difficult to find another job in the patch, and flying gigs for a relatively 

low time pilot were even harder to find.  So back to Business School in Ontario was next. 
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As luck would have it, the Chief flying instructor where I learned to fly, married Lawrence Moxley a 

farmer in Saskatchewan.  This brought me back to the prairies as Lawrence was flying crop dusters and 

working a 2000 or so acre farm on his own.  He needed help and I needed a summer job!  This is where I 

got to fly the tractors around and around and around at 3 to 4 mph!!!  Lawrence was flying at Hershel 

Air Services.  Again as luck would have it, Hershel Air Services was expanding and got another airplane.  

This left a Piper Pawnee sitting on the ramp, looking for a driver!   By the time I graduated Business 

School I had put about 1930 hours in the log book, flying 20 plus different types of airplanes and really 

had some interesting times.  I added a seaplane endorsement along the way and was shocked to see that 

if you had a multi engine endorsement you wound up with a multi Air and Seaplane endorsement!   I never 

did get to try a multi seaplane, but I did chuckle and think to myself, what could possibly go wrong if I 

had tried! 

Shortly after returning to the workforce, I pretty much stopped flying and moved the family to Arizona.  

We were here for a couple of months when I met up with Larry Grapentine at the local scale model club.  

He asked me one day if I would like to go to Luke AFB and set up explosives and let airplanes fly over us 

and the explosives.  Mining school to the rescue as I know how to make explosives work!  “Yup” says I and 

off to the Commemorative Air Force and Tora Tora Tora we go. 

That was in 1998, I have been playing with dynamite, gasoline, and other fun things at air shows all 

over the country ever since!   A couple of years later Larry comes to me with a story about a Spitfire he 

bought to learn RC flying.  To really get details of the story you have to hear it from Larry.  Let’s just 

say it involved a park, a house, and the ill-fated Spitfire.  Larry decided to try again with a ParkZone 

Super Cub and thought it would be fun for me too.  My wife has not forgiven Larry to this day!! 

Larry and I, along with an increasingly larger group of people, terrorized parks, parking lots and dirt lots 

for several years while we honed our craft.   I eventually started flying at, and joined the Crop Dusters' 

until they moved the field to its present location.  This led me to several fun years at AMPS.    Since then 

I moved to SVF where I currently fly.  Along the way I joined the One Eighth and have been a member 

for about 10 years now.    

The One Eighth was a real turning point, as this is when the trips to flying events and competitions 

started.  These competitions lead to meeting some of the nicest and most diverse people I have ever 

met.   I am now fortunate enough to be invited to Top Gun, and have been to many of the RC events in 

the South West and last year attended Joe Nall, again meeting nothing but great folks along the way. 

In Phoenix we are very fortunate to be able to fly with, and watch some of the best RC Flyers out there: 

Tony Quist, Cole and Ken Thornton, Wayne Lane and Brian O'Meara, not to mention the guys from 

California, Tucson and all over the Southwest who come to our fields, share their knowledge and advise so 

very freely, all to help others.  Then we also have the builders like Wayne Lane, Chad Veich, Rick Chitti, 

Noel Hunt, Bob Frey, Dave Zarra and so many more!  Being able to participate in such a great hobby with 

so many talented people has been a highlight in my life.  I look forward to what comes next in this great 

hobby.  One thing I know for sure is that with the One Eighth and the people in the RC community it’s 

going to be a fun and great learning experience. 

Rick  
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Arizona Model Aviators has been holding a Jet Rally 

every year since 1988.  And so the 2019 Jet Rally at their 

Superstition Airpark in Mesa was the 31st.  This year CD, 

John Mangino, decided to refresh the format to 

encourage more turbine-powered jets to participate.  

The requirement for either turbine-power, or 

larger/faster EDF jets had the desired result, with an 

increase in participation compared to recent years.  49 

pilots registered, and the majority of the aircraft were 

turbine-powered.  Those EDF-powered jets that were 

present easily held their own in the flight pattern. 

The weather started out questionable, peaking out with 

high winds during the night on Thursday into Friday.  

However, after that it settled down and there was 

constant flying, to the delight of the significant number 

of spectators who arrived.  
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Gunsmoke 2020 
Scalemasters Qualifier 

 

                                                                               

Noel Hunt’s Dry Sea Otter Under Construction 

 

Hosted by The One Eighth Air Force March 13, 14, 15, 2020 

Competition in 5 Classes:  

Expert, Team Scale, Advanced, Pro-Am Pro, Pro-Am Sportsman 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

Friday: Static Judging - 10AM to 3PM    

 Late Arrival Static Judging Saturday 8:00 AM. 

Sat & Sun: Flight rounds - 8:30AM to 3PM  

Awards Ceremony Following the Flight Rounds Sunday 

Entry Fee: $40          Spectator Parking $6.00 per Vehicle 

Overnight Parking available by Reservation, Thursday, Friday & Saturday night ONLY 

Food at Concession Stands available Sat & Sun 

 Coffee & Donuts Friday Morning for early arrivals 

Pizza & Wings Friday Night  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Contest Director: Paul Goldsmith  602-323-7753  PT19Nut@aol.com 

 Asst. C. D.  Noel Hunt (586) 799-3041   rcstrutter@gmail.com 

1/8 TH Air Force Commander: Kenny Rhoads  602-809-4532 kennyrhoads@hotmail.com 

John Geyer 1/8 TH Air Force Liaison: 602-810-1767 jegeyer@centurylink.net 

www.usscalemasters.org + www.oeaf.org + www.azmodelaviators.com  

Technical Advisor Austin Goodwin 480-215-5446   n4351x@aol.com 

 



14 
 

 

MAP  TO  SUPERSTITION   AIRPARK 
 

The Arizona Modeler Aviator's flying site, Superstition Airpark, is in Usery Park near 

Apache Junction, AZ. If coming from the west, follow Route 60 to the Meridian Rd. exit. 

Go north 1/2 mile past the Rodeo grounds to Levee Dr. Turn left to enter the club field. 

If coming from the east get off at the Ironwood Rd. exit and go to Southern Ave. Turn 

left and go west to Meridian Rd. and then north 1/2 mile past the Rodeo grounds to 

Levee  
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2020 Wings Over Arizona 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Presented by Arizona Model Aviators 

 

What:   A Big Bird Fly-in.  For model aircraft 

with minimum wingspan of: 

• 80” for monoplanes 

• 60” for multi-wing 

• Wingspan + length of 140” for jets 

• Or true ¼ scale 

• Glow, Gas, Turbine*, or Electric  

are welcome. 

When:  Fri, Sat, Sun    Mar 27, 28, 29,  2020 

Who:    Open to any modeler with AMA or 

CMA membership.   

*If flying a large model (over 55lbs) or 

turbine, pilot must show appropriate 

waiver/s during registration. 

Where:  Arizona Model Aviators 

Superstition Airpark 

 

Big Bird flying from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm each 

day.  (open flying after 4:00 pm) 

While oval pattern flying, and 3-D flying will 

both be accommodated, they will not occur at 

the same time. 

A Dawn Patrol is planned for 7:00am to 8:00 am 

on the Saturday (weather permitting).  

Although intended for WWI types, any model of 

a full-size aircraft that flew prior to the start of 

WWII (1939) is welcome.  No size restriction.  

No power restriction. 

Night flying available Friday & Saturday 

evenings – no aircraft size restriction, but “quiet 

power” only please. 

Pilot fee:  $30 for all three days. 

Spectators:  $6 per car. 

Dry RV camping available for up to 12 RVs for 

Thu, Fri & Sat nights.  No additional charge.  

Must reserve with CD/CoCD prior to event. 

There will be awards for Best Multi-Wing; Best 

Military; Best Non-Military; Most Realistic 

Flying; and Dawn Patrol recognition.  Awards 

will be presented on Saturday afternoon. 

Food vendors available for lunches 

We’ll have a pot-luck dinner on Friday evening.  

Pizza, wings & pop will be provided, but bring a 

dish to pass to augment these. (no charge, but 

sign up during registration) 
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Map to the field 
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