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7/8’s Other Stuff 

 

 

 

The owner of The Falcon Ridge Bird of Prey Centre (with 

her peregrine falcon (see Editor’s Notes on page 4) 

 

One Eighth Air Force Command group 

Commander - Ken Rhoads 
Vice Commander - Jim Spice 
Adjutant -  
Treasurer -  
Air Exec - Dave Thompson 
Ground Exec - Mike Niehaus 
Joint Chiefs - Howard Kennedy, Dan Bott, Rick 

Marshall 

Newsletter & Web Site – Noel Hunt 

Next Meeting          Oct 29, 2019 

6:30 pm - OEAF General Meeting 

At Deer Valley Airport Restaurant 

(arrive early for dinner & hangar talk) 

Other Coming Events 

October 1 – 5            Best in the West 

October 17 – 20        US Scale Masters 

October 18 – 20        Warbird & Classic, N ‘Vegas 

October 25, 26, 27    OEAF  Fall Fly-in 

March 13, 14, 15       Gunsmoke 2020 

 

Index 

Pg 2  Vice-Commander’s Comments 

Pg 3  The Commander Speaks 

Pg 4  Editors Notes 

Pg 5  Last Meeting 

Pg 6  Getting to Know the 1/8 

Pg 7  Warbirds Over the Rockies – Ken Rhoads 

Pg 9  Top Gun – Rick Marshall 

Pg 11 Joe Nall – Rick Marshall 

Pg 13  Coming Events details & flyers
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Good Day troops! 

Well another month has flown by (pun intended) and things are 

starting to pop here in the West.  Lots of events have just 

finished up in the Midwest and Eastern parts of the Country 

with some of our members attending and giving some great 

reports. 

We had a great turnout at Warbirds over the Rockies, and are 

really looking forward to our "own" 1/8th event in less than a 

month. 

I hope everyone can come out and enjoy the Fly-in, and while 

you're there, take an hour or so out of your time and give back? 

We need volunteers to help with flight line safety, announcing 

(no you do not have to be a pro), and whatever else the event 

needs. 

So when you show up, just go to any of the Officers and ask " what do you need help with?" 

One last thought... Safety. I know we are all getting older, but not necessarily wiser?  The aircraft we fly are 

potentially dangerous to not only ourselves, but the people and things around us.  So, with that in mind, just 

use a little extra care and thought as you prop that airplane or arm the ESC.  We want everyone back for our 

next event... and in one piece? 

And listen to your spotter: bad things happen quickly in the air.. that's what he is there for.   

And spotters? your job isn’t to watch your buddy fly and tell him how good/bad he's doing.  It's to scan the sky 

for other aircraft and keep him in the know of what is going on around him. 

So let's use some plain ole common sense and have fun out there, OK? 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Captain Jim Spice 

Vice Commander 
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Greetings All 

Finally, cooler air.  Fall or what we call fall here in Phoenix is my 

favorite time of year.  First, we get to look forward to six months of 

great flying weather when the rest of the country in knee deep in 

snow.  Second, we are beginning our flying season with many events 

to attend. 

Many of us headed north to Warbirds Over the Rockies last week with 

some 78 registered pilots and great weather. Not all of us brought our 

planes home but the event was a huge success thanks to Brian and 

Bonnie O'Meara and the Arvada ,Co host club. 

Next up is the annual Best In The West jet event in Button Willow, Ca. 

This is Bakersfield for those that have never been.  There are many of 

us from the valley headed over to burn up some jet A. 

The weekend of October 18th is the annual scale fly in at Las Vegas 

hosted by The Prop Nuts RC club at Willie McCool Field.  I attended 

this event last year and had a great time.  Team Vegas has supported 

our events for many years and I felt it was time to fly with them.  I 

urge our members to make the trip and enjoy their hospitality. 

And finally, we will host our annual fall event on the last weekend of October.   The event will be held at the Arizona Model 

Pilots field (AMPS) and will include a great banquet with some really great food. 

Remember One Eighth members, we will need your help in whatever capacity you can provide to help make this a great 

event. 

Be safe out there and let’s fly! 

Kenneth Rhoads 
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Hi All, 

RC activity in the desert South West will soon begin to fill our 

calendars and the pages of the 1/8 News, but there has not been 

much activity here this month.  Fortunately some of our members 

travelled to cooler states and have brought back photos and 

memories of their flying – and in some case memories that they wish 

to forget (Our illustrious commander?!) 

I too did some travelling this September, but not to any RC flying 

destination.  I travelled to South Africa to see family and wildlife – not 

always too different from each other!  One highlight of the trip did 

revolve around flight, if not RC flight.  The Falcon Ridge Bird of Prey Centre (yup “Centre” not “Center” in S.A.) is dedicated 

to taking in orphaned and injured birds of prey and where possible rehabilitating them for release back to the wild.  And 

where a return to the wild is not an option, they train the birds and use them to raise awareness of these astonishing 

birds.  During the one-hour “show”, they launched a fish eagle, a black eagle, a horned eagle owl, and a couple of falcons, 

one a peregrine.  In each case the birds had to gain altitude before being called in for their treat.  In the case of the big 

black eagle, he was just a spec some 5 miles away as he searched out a thermal.  During the soaring portion, the couple 

who run the center share their knowledge and love of their birds, telling us many surprising facts.  But the highlights are 

the dives for food.  In the case of the peregrine, that’s 

around 240 Km/hr (about 150 mph).  Or for the distant 

black eagle a loud shout and a cap-wave and the long 

return began.  The hour was over way too soon. 

I love flight in all its forms! 

The horned eagle owl on silent wings 

With back-swept wings (think F-14!),  

the black eagle dives in for the “kill” 

My e-mail address will always be on the newsletter.  I 

welcome your thoughts, input, and especially pictures 

with captions and other potential newsletter content.  

When attending any events be sure to get pictures of 

yourself, your aircraft, and other OEAF pilots with you.  Forward those and any other noteworthy pictures to me and 

please include the pilots’ and aircraft names whenever possible. 

Noel Hunt   rcstrutter@gmail.com 

My perfect record:  I have never left one up there!  
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We really need you to volunteer to be adjutant so this page will not be blank.  Yes, the Adjutant position is still up for 

grabs. 

 

My few notes from the meeting: 

• Commander, Ken Rhoads opened the meeting a few minutes early at 6:25pm 

• Volunteers will be needed for various tasks at the Fall Fly-in – Oct 25, 26 & 27. 

• Mike Niehaus provided early details of an event he is planning in support of St Jude and Big Brothers & Big 

Sisters.  Planned dates are May 15 -17, 2020.  Details to follow. 

• Kenny Rhoads recapped the “incident-ridden” Warbirds over the Rockies that he and a number of members 

attended. 

• There was further discussion about PX items. 

• There were no show-and-tell projects. 
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Although we all share a passion for scale aviation modeling, it is pretty amazing the diverse backgrounds we all have.  

Each month Getting to Know the 1/8 will introduce us to one of the members.  Even if you know them well, perhaps 

you’ll learn something new about them.  We’ll begin with the leadership of the organization.  This month, meet your 

Commander, Ken Rhoads. 

Ed. 

Hi guys, 

I was born in Dayton, Ohio but left for Redlands California as 

an infant. My dad got a job as a civilian at Norten AFB.  Back 

then southern California was a paradise with NO smog. In 

1961 we got the sad news that we were being transferred to 

Robins AFB, Ga.  I started the 5th grade there! What a 

culture shock!  My dad was with the C-141 program until he 

retired in 1972. 

I enlisted in the Air Force in 1971 due to a very low draft 

lottery number and did indeed get drafted on my 21st birthday 

but I was already at Lackland AFB in training.  After tech 

school at Sheppard AFB I was assigned to Kadena AFB, 

Okinawa with the 603rd Military Airlift Support Squadron.  I 

worked for MAC and spent most of my time aboard C-141s and 

C-5As along with a few C-133s, C-124s and the C-130s.  It 

was a great time for a young airman. 

In August ‘72, I was assigned to Luke AFB here in Phoenix.  I wanted to fly and asked for a change in jobs. I 

really wanted to be a load master.  The powers to be said no and I said bye!  I would recommend the Air Force to 

any young person! 

I was finally hired by the Phoenix Fire Department in 1984 after testing for several years. I promoted to 

engineer in a short time and never looked back.  I have been asked many times why I did not promote to company 

officer and my reply has always been that I did not want to supervise someone like me!  I retired in 2010 after 26 

years.  It was the best job ever! 

When I was young my brother and I flew control line and I built many models that flew great until I discovered 

girls and needed a job. 

About 35 years ago I found I could afford RC and built my first RC kit. A Carl Goldberg Eagle 2 with an OS 46.  

Al Casey was my instructor at SVF.  I think sometimes he wishes I would keep that a secret.  I was always into 

scale and found the One Eighth Air Force.  Over the years I have had several cubs, a Cessna, Top Flight Corsair, 

and several Beavers to name a few.  I enjoy the warbirds but tend to lean to odd-ball stuff like the Pilatus Porter. 

Flying off water is also a great thrill! 

See you at the field and fly safe! 

Ken Rhoads  
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Comments from Kenny’s FB post; pictures from Warbirds Over the Rockies FB page (not for sensitive readers!): 

“Just returned home from Warbirds Over The Rockies, with a tale of "OH CRAP" 

“Those of us that crashed: Paul Sheffield- Chipmunk- history, Ken Rhoads- Texan 2- rebuildable, Rick Paquin- Corsair- 

history- Tony Quist- P-51- history, Lenny Roberts- Corsair - repairable, Brian O'Meara -F104- repairable, Shayne Williams- 

P47- history, Larry Sheffield-L-39- repairable. There were many others! Friday the thirteenth with a full moon. 

“I managed to pass out during Thursday evening dinner 

and spent 30 to 40 minutes yelling at Ralph in the 

bottom of a trash can. Altitude and dehydration was 

the probable cause. 

“The event was great and I will attend next year. Thank 

You Brian and the Arvada Club!” 
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Congrat’s Rick! 
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Joe Nall from the flight line 

Wednesday flight line.  Running from 

Sunday to Sunday, the busiest days are 

Tuesday through Thursday.  Friday, people 

& vendors pack up.  Saturday is very quiet 

and Sunday, it’s a ghost town. 
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Gunsmoke 2020 
Scalemasters Qualifier 

 

                                                                               

Noel Hunt’s Dry Sea Otter Under Construction 

 

Hosted by The One Eighth Air Force March 13, 14, 15, 2020 

Competition in 5 Classes:  

Expert, Team Scale, Advanced, Pro-Am Pro, Pro-Am Sportsman 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

Friday: Static Judging - 10AM to 3PM    

 Late Arrival Static Judging Saturday 8:00 AM. 

Sat & Sun: Flight rounds - 8:30AM to 3PM  

Awards Ceremony Following the Flight Rounds Sunday 

Entry Fee: $40          Spectator Parking $6.00 per Vehicle 

Overnight Parking available by Reservation, Thursday, Friday & Saturday night ONLY 

Food at Concession Stands available Sat & Sun 

 Coffee & Donuts Friday Morning for early arrivals 

Pizza & Wings Friday Night  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Contest Director: Paul Goldsmith  602-323-7753  PT19Nut@aol.com 

 Asst. C. D.  Noel Hunt (586) 799-3041   rcstrutter@gmail.com 

1/8 TH Air Force Commander: Kenny Rhoads  602-809-4532 kennyrhoads@hotmail.com 

John Geyer 1/8 TH Air Force Liaison: 602-810-1767 jegeyer@centurylink.net 

www.usscalemasters.org + www.oeaf.org + www.azmodelaviators.com  

Technical Advisor Austin Goodwin 480-215-5446   n4351x@aol.com 
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MAP  TO  SUPERSTITION   AIRPARK 
 

The Arizona Modeler Aviator's flying site, Superstition Airpark, is in Usery Park near 

Apache Junction, AZ. If coming from the west, follow Route 60 to the Meridian Rd. exit. 

Go north 1/2 mile past the Rodeo grounds to Levee Dr. Turn left to enter the club field. 

If coming from the east get off at the Ironwood Rd. exit and go to Southern Ave. Turn 

left and go west to Meridian Rd. and then north 1/2 mile past the Rodeo grounds to 

Levee  


