
1 
 

One Eighth Air Force Newsletter 
Volume 4 Issue 8     August, 2019 

 

 

 

7/8’s Other Stuff 

 

Thankyou Bob, for many great OEAF Newsletters.  Enjoy your travels. 

 

Next Meetings   Aug 27, 2019 

                              Sep 24, 2019 

6:30 pm - OEAF General Meeting 

At Deer Valley Airport Restaurant 

 

Other Coming Events 

September 12–15     Warbirds Over the Rockies 

October 1 – 5             Best in the West 

October 25, 26, 27    OEAF  Fall Fly-in 

March 13, 14, 15       Gunsmoke 2020
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Well.. another month has flown by! And with all the summer events 

all over the country there are so many choices to be made? One 

cannot possibly attend everything out there, so we must "Pick and 

Choose " our favorite and try to make that happen. Add to that the 

"family" obligations (let's face it folks, not everyone in our families are 

quite the avid "Aeronuts" we are?) So time needs to be relegated to 

attending non-aviation activities... (Read Family Vacation?) 

So, I’m hoping you all get/got a chance to do something "Aviation" 

related that was fun, and we are all looking forward to sharing your 

experiences with the group at the monthly meetings. (Bring some 

"Show and Tell" also?) 

Back to time flying by. 

We only have a short two months before things here in the Valley 

start to pop and our flying gets in to full swing. Of course, I'm referring 

to our 1/8th Air Force Fall Fly-in!!! 

Capt. Dave Zarra has really worked hard and has things well in hand as far as the logistics of the Event go!! (Thanks Dave 

for ALL your hard work!) Our PX staff is working to get it all up and stocked for the event (Thanks Capt. Ken Kear) and the 

rest of the "Core" group is putting all of the remaining pieces in order to have another great event!!! 

So.. what's left?.. Why YOU...!!! 

We need all your help and support, to take the load off of those that constantly assume the duties, and get these events 

off the ground. It takes a Team to provide everyone with a first-class R/C event. Even if all you do is show up and help 

dump a trash can or string some wire for the sound system? every little bit helps and makes it so much more enjoyable 

for everyone. 

Yes, do come out to fly, by all means... but give a little to get a lot? remember these events don't just happen, they are 

"Created" by lots of hard work by a lot of hard working, dedicated personnel. 

OK, I'm off my Soapbox now, and looking forward to seeing you all at the next meeting. 

Respectfully submitted 

Capt. Jim Spice (Call sign "Sugar) 

Vice Commander 
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Greeting All 

 

Well it is still hot and humid. Not like Kentucky but pretty ugly. It 

has now been almost 50 days since the summer equinox and if you 

take notice the sun is moving to the south and gaining speed. Now 

I only bring this up to remind you that cooler weather is just around 

the corner. The fall flying season will be here before you can call 

"taking off". 

Many of us will start the season in Arvada, Colorado at Warbirds 

Over the Rockies. Followed by Best in the West, Vegas, (I had a ball 

last year) and then our event. By the time this is in bytes we will 

have the contract in hand with the Arizona Model Pilots and I hope 

all the other planning is behind us. 

Please start thinking in terms of what is needed for the event and 

what you can do to make it a great time. 

Also please attend the meeting if you have suggestions or 

recommendations. 

One thing that I would like you members to voice your opinions on is weather we should do awards on Saturday during 

our banquet or Sunday morning. Send me a text, e-mail, or give me a call but telling me face to face at the meeting is best! 

Fly safe! 

KR 
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Who is your new Newsletter editor? 

Like many of us, you probably only know another modeler by the 

aircraft he flies.  I’m that guy who flies the Balsa USA ¼ scale SPAD.  I 

am a relatively recent Arizona resident, having moved here from 

Michigan in 2016 when I retired from the auto industry. 

My model aviation life has two chapters:  The first as a kid, building 

plastic models - lots of them - of mostly WWII aircraft, then 

progressing to U-control.  During my last two high school years, I 

worked at a hobby shop and earned enough to buy a 4-channel 

proportional RC set, something that was just hitting the market. 

At the time, I was living in Port Elizabeth on the southern edge of Africa and soon found a fantastic slope overlooking the 

Indian Ocean from which to slope-soar gliders.  This launched (pun intended) a fascination with non-powered flight.  The 

last model flying I did in “chapter one” was in about 1974. 

Like many, life, career, and family conspired to distance me from model aviation, although I sure racked up travel flight 

miles through work which saw me living in South Africa, Michigan, Japan (Tokyo) and Michigan again.  And travelling to 

many other places.   

Chapter two stumbled along over 30 years later when my son was given a simple Cox RC foam plane in 2006.  Helping him 

get it airborne fanned the spark that had never really been extinguished.  I was soon back at it, joining the Radio Control 

Club of Detroit.  During 10 years with them I served as VP, Secretary, Web Master, Instructor & CD.  I was also an AVP for 

AMA District 7.  I discovered the Warbirds and Classics Alliance and really enjoyed going to their fly-ins that are spread 

over Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, and Kentucky.  The Fond Du Lac event is probably the biggest and 

best known, but all are a great time.  Upon moving to Arizona I joined the Arizona Model Aviators club and OEAF. 

I enjoy designing, building and flying warbirds of World Wars One and Two and a few years ago, got back into non-powered 

flight again when I discovered RC aero-towing.  My current scale hanger contains the SPAD XIII, a Sopwith 1½ Strutter, a 

Camel, a Dauntless, two P-51s, a Yak 3 and a K8a glider.  I also have an AT-6 that needs a lot of work to get it flying again.  

In the workshop my (long term) build project is a Supermarine Sea Otter.  You may have seen progress reports at meetings 

and in this newsletter.   I designed it at 1/6 scale which results in a wingspan is 92 inches.  Waiting behind the Sea Otter 

on the “to do” list, is a 1/3 scale Swallow glider (176 inch wingspan), and a ¼ scale Fokker D.VII. 

Bob has done a fantastic job of publishing the OEAF newsletter, but as he has told us, wants to spend more time travelling 

with his wife and so I take over and will try to fill some big footprints.  On behalf of you all, I thank him for all the effort he 

put into the newsletter and wish him and his wife safe travels.  

My e-mail address will always be on the newsletter.  I welcome your thoughts, input, and especially pictures with captions 

and other potential newsletter content.  When attending any events be sure to get a picture of yourself, your aircraft, and 

other OEAF pilots with you.  Forward those and any other noteworthy pictures to me and please include the pilots’ and 

aircraft names whenever possible. 

Noel Hunt   rcstrutter@gmail.com 

My perfect record:  I have never left one up there!  
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We really need you to volunteer to be adjutant so this page will not be blank.  Yes the Adjutant position is still up for 

grabs. 
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WARBIRDS OVER THE ROCKIES, 2019 

 Warbirds Over the Rockies is just about a month away.  Here is the current info. 

The event will again be held at the Arvada Associated Modelers, west of Denver.  Same as the last few years.  It features 

an 800-foot runway with 100-foot runoff on all three sides.  We face north, so there is never a problem with the sun.  The 

Arvada Modelers are gracious hosts and are well versed in running a big event.  Expect 80 degrees with lots of sunshine.  

Cool in the evenings. Bring sun screen.  

Based on feedback from previous years pilots, we have eliminated the pyro show in order to allow for more flying.  The 

foamy mass launch will be each day about 1PM.   We are planning a full-size flyover on Friday evening about 5:30PM, after 

most of the flying is finished for the day.  We will only bring in some hot rods, Like the P-51, T-33, T-28, NA-50.  We will 

keep it fast paced, with at least two full size planes in the circuit.  The FAA has given us an airshow waiver, so the full size 

will be on the deck at 100 feet! The FAA will witness what RC modeling is all about.  So this plan will allow alot more RC 

Warbird flying each day. 

Most all of the tents have been rented, so if you are interested in a tent, let me know right away.  If you do not have a 

group, but need space for 1 or 2 guys in a tent, I know of a couple tents that have space.  We have Lots of space for pop 

ups.  

Although we are not a contest, we have phantom judges that will pick the winners of such categories as “best WWI", "Best 

finish, “Best ARF Bash" etc."  The awards banquet again will be held at the Arvada Center with a sit-down prime rib or 

salmon dinner. As you know, our twenty-five trophies are magnificent and all hand made.  After the awards, we will have 

the auction. Casual, but the women frequently like to get dressed up.  We will have the grill going on Friday night.   $10PP 

for Friday unless I can find host. 

If you are coming from out of town, I have a negotiated rate at the Days Inn at $94.00 per night.  This is about $40.00 less 

than any other rate I could get.  Call them at 303-277-0200 and ask for our rate. Book right away as there are a limited 

number of rooms and the rate is only good til Aug 31. Last year some of you guys waited to book a room only to find the 

rate had gone up by $40.00 

Rules are simple.  Have fun, don’t crash, fly in a racetrack pattern.  Planes should be military in military markings.  Any size 

any era.  WWII thru jets.  Gaggles are encouraged. Forest Fire markings and Police markings are approved on your plane.  

We plan a mass foamy launch each day.  This is a pilots’ event, so if you want a gaggle of say, WWI, let Michael Derks our 

flightline boss know. 

Sam Wright, the golden voice of aviation will again be our announcer.  

As this is an expensive event to host, I cannot thank enough our major sponsors.  Model Airplane News, ZAP Glue, Frank 

Tiano, Horizon / Spektrum Radios, Meister Scale Models and our hosts, The Arvada Associated Modelers.   

We have lots of room for parking and for motorhomes, but no hookups. No charge for motorhomes. We will have food at 

the field Friday thru Sunday.   

Dates are September 12 thru the 15th.  Proceeds of the event will again go to Colorado Mental Health.   Register here for 

$55.   https://www.rcflightdeck.com/event.cfm?event_id=8285.  If you wait and register at the field, the cost is $65.  

Book your hotel ASAP at Days Inn 303-277-0200 for our special rate.  

Hope all is well, see you in a few weeks. 

Brian and Bonnie OMeara 

  

https://www.rcflightdeck.com/event.cfm?event_id=8285
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Gunsmoke 2020 
Scalemasters Qualifier 

 

                                                                               

Noel Hunt’s Dry Sea Otter Under Construction 

 

Hosted by The One Eighth Air Force March 13, 14, 15, 2020 

Competition in 5 Classes:  

Expert, Team Scale, Advanced, Pro-Am Pro, Pro-Am Sportsman 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++  

Friday: Static Judging - 10AM to 3PM    

 Late Arrival Static Judging Saturday 8:00 AM. 

Sat & Sun: Flight rounds - 8:30AM to 3PM  

Awards Ceremony Following the Flight Rounds Sunday 

Entry Fee: $40          Spectator Parking $6.00 per Vehicle 

Overnight Parking available by Reservation, Thursday, Friday & Saturday night ONLY 

Food at Concession Stands available Sat & Sun 

 Coffee & Donuts Friday Morning for early arrivals 

Pizza & Wings Friday Night  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Contest Director: Paul Goldsmith  602-323-7753  PT19Nut@aol.com 

 Asst. C. D.  Noel Hunt (586) 799-3041   rcstrutter@gmail.com 

1/8 TH Air Force Commander: Kenny Rhoads  602-809-4532 kennyrhoads@hotmail.com 

John Geyer 1/8 TH Air Force Liaison: 602-810-1767 jegeyer@centurylink.net 

www.usscalemasters.org + www.oeaf.org + www.azmodelaviators.com  

Technical Advisor Austin Goodwin 480-215-5446   n4351x@aol.com 
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MAP  TO  SUPERSTITION   AIRPARK 
 

The Arizona Modeler Aviator's flying site, Superstition Airpark, is in Usery Park near 

Apache Junction, AZ. If coming from the west, follow Route 60 to the Meridian Rd. exit. 

Go north 1/2 mile past the Rodeo grounds to Levee Dr. Turn left to enter the club field. 

If coming from the east get off at the Ironwood Rd. exit and go to Southern Ave. Turn 

left and go west to Meridian Rd. and then north 1/2 mile past the Rodeo grounds to 

Levee  


